by Lisa Cox

& hree batters up, three batters down, was what
Tthe Green Sea Floyd High School baseball
fans in Horry County had come to expect from
their superstar pitcher Colby Sarvis of Nichols.
But on Friday night, March 10, 2006, Colby didn’t

take down the third batter.

During the first inning, with two outs
into the game against arch rival Lake
View High School, Colby prepared for his
first pitch to the third batter. The batter
hit a line drive straight back at him.
Colby dropped to the mound as the ball
rolled over to first base. The first baseman
picked up the ball and tagged the batter
out.

Colby wa: struck by the baIl above his

“Let’s go now.”

“But after a few minutes, Colby said he
was ready to get back to pitching”

Phillip tried to persuade his son to
seek medical care immediately, but Colby
truly believed he could stay and watch the
ballgame. Then, he felt the knot on his
head, comparable to the size of a chicken
egg. Once Colby realized that his health
may be in danger, he immediately said,

wait, Phillip elected to take his son to
another hospital.

The Sarvis’ drove to Seacoast Medical
Center in Little River, where a CT scan
was immediately ordered. After the
Radiologist read the scan, the Emergency
Room physician explained to the family
that there was a blood clot on Colby’s
brain and that it would require surgery by
a neurosurgeon. Several calls were made
by the hospital staff in search of an
available neurosurgeon and a medical
center with an available intensive care
bed. At that time, the Sarvis’ took matters
into their own hands. Phillip called his
sister, Mickey Northern, who has worked
at a local Florence hospital for
approximately 25 years. His sister paged
the local neurosurgeon on-call and
explained the critical situation.

Dr. Christopher G. Paramore,
a Neurosurgeon'-wﬂ:h Florence







