I t was a beautiful March Sunday after-
noon. Eight-year-old Raeley Stone and
her family had just returned home from
church. Judy Cagle, Raeley’s mother, and
a girlfriend decided to take their children
to Lake City to have Easter pictures taken.

“I parked the van, watched Raeley cross
the street and saw her peering into the
windows of the photography studio,” said
Judy. “I thought she was going inside with
our friends so I turned around to let my
younger daughter, Katie, out of her car
seat. That is when I heard the most horrifying
sound. Raeley had been hit by a car.”

Raeley crossed back over the street to
wait on her mother. When she went to
cross the street, she ran between two
parked vehicles which blocked her view
of oncoming vehicles.

Judy turned around, but she could
not see Raeley. The youngster’s shoe,
however, was lying in the middle of the
road. As she ran around the stopped
vehicle, Judy saw Raeley pinned to the
car’s grill. Judy, a registered nurse,
immediately knew the severity of Raeley’s
injuries and that time was a critical factor
in Raeley’s survival.

“I checked her, checked her pulse, but
all T could do was tell her I love her,” said
Judy. Once the ambulance arrived, Raeley
was immobilized, placed on a stretcher and
she and her mother were taken to McLeod,
the region’s only Level II Trauma Center.

Raeley was transported to the McLeod
Regional Medical Center Emergency
Department, where it was determined that
she was suffering from severe head trauma.
A computerized axial tomography (CAT
scan) revealed a large epidural hematoma
or blood clot on the brain. The Emergency
and Operating Room (OR) staffs rushed
her into emergency surgery where Dr.
William Naso of Florence Neurosurgery
and Spine removed the blood clot and placed
a ventriculostomy, a device to measure
Raeley’s intracranial pressure (ICP) and
drain cerebralspinal fluid to relieve
pressure and decrease brain swelling.

Following surgery, Raeley was admitted
to McLeod Children’s Hospital Pediatric






