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or 10 year-old Dagmawi Solomon,
F the trip from Ethiopia to America

had more meaning than just a
voyage to a new country. Dagmawi had
a brain tumor and was beginning to
lose his sight. Due to the lack of
resources and medical capabilities in
Ethiopia, such an extensive surgery
could not be performed and immediate
medical help was needed in order to
save his life.

“I received a call from a friend of
mine, Pam Rundle, who works for an
organization called Children’s Cross
Connection International,” said

Dr. Andrew Rhea, a physician with

Florence Neurosurgery and Spine.

“They were in search of a physician

and hospital that would be willing
to donate their services to save
Dagmawi’s life. I didn’t hesitate. I
told her right away that we (McLeod
Regional Medical Center and I)
would consider doing it. McLeod
Administrators and Children’s
Hospital staff agreed with me that
we needed to help this child.”

That was all it took. Dagmawi and
his father, Dr. Solomon Demamu,
were on their way to the United

States for his life-saving surgery.
Prior to Dagmawi’s arrival,
Dr. Rhea consulted with
other physicians regarding
his case. “I had a number of
consultations with other
physicians to enlist
their assistance with
certain aspects of
his care, including
the surgery and
recovery, said

Dr. Rhea. “Dagmawi’s tumor was a
craniopharyngioma, a cystic tumor at
the base of the brain. It was the largest
one I’d ever seen. A tumor tends to
affect the part of the brain that controls
hormones in the body and can cause
seizures. Dr. Tarina Mendes, Dr. Gerald
Atwood, Dr. Carl Chelen, Dr. Krishna
Murthy, Dr. William Naso and myself
comprised the team that would tackle
this young boy’s tumor,” explained
Dr. Rhea.

Once Dagmawi arrived, Dr. Rhea
was able to observe him and view the
CT scan that was taken in Ethiopia.
Dr. Rhea stated on his initial assess-
ment, “He was experiencing gradual
progressive visual loss and had
already lost a good bit of his sight.
Due to the location of the tumor, a
person’s mood may be affected.
Dagmawi was showing signs of this
behavior. I found his situation to be
at least as bad or worse than we had
expected.” Dagmawi’s tumor occupied
most of the front part of his skull.

Dagmawi first came to McLeod
Children’s Hospital shortly after his
arrival in Florence. “He needed to be
brought into the Children’s Hospital
so that he and his father could
become familiar with our staff and
the hospital. We acclimated them to
our hospital and helped them get
comfortable. It was obvious that
Dagmawi was extremely frightened.
The nursing staff immediately built
a relationship with him, just as they
do with all of our patients. The only
difference between Dagmawi and the
other children we treat was his culture.
All of our children are frightened
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