Dagmawi enjoys a piece of
Diane’s banana cake with his
father, Dr. Solomon Demanii,
and Diane Stephens in the
dining area of the McLeod
Guest House.

A Home Far...rar
Away from Home
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anana cake, motherly hugs and the

comforts of home are a few things
12-year-old Dagmawi Solomon of
Awassa, Ethiopia, remembered about
the Guest House at McLeod. It was two
years ago that Dagmawi and his father,
Dr. Solomon Demamu, traveled from
Ethiopia to Florence for Dagmawi to
receive life-saving surgery at McLeod.

Dagmawi, who was ten years old at
the time, had a brain tumor that was
not only taking his sight but was about
to take his life. Dagmawi and his father
were brought to Florence through the
Florence Rotary Club Gift of Life
Program. Dr. Andrew Rhea of Florence
Neurosurgery and Spine performed the
surgery. After a period of recovery and
convalescence, Dagmawi returned to
his home in Ethiopia.

It was from that visit two years ago
that Dagmawi and Dr. Demamu made
memories and friendships that would
help them through tough times that
were ahead.

In October of 2004, Dagmawi and
Dr. Demamu returned to McLeod for
additional surgery. The brain tumor
had reoccurred and surgery was needed
again. “Due to the lack of medical
capabilities and resources in Ethiopia,
this extensive type of surgery could not
be performed there,” said Dr. Demamu.
“Immediate medical help was needed
again to save Dagmawi’s life, so we
needed to return to McLeod.”

During Dagmawi’s second visit,

Dr. Rhea performed two surgeries to
remove the tumor that this time
developed on both sides of Dagmawi’s
brain. “He recovered extremely well
from the surgeries,” said Dr. Rhea.
“However, it was also necessary for
him to undergo radiation treatments
to treat the residual tumor that could
not be reached through surgery.’

At the completion of the surgery,
Dagmawi and his father had already
been in Florence for a period of four
weeks. Dagmawi was staying in the
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