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Champion

he word champion evokes images

of a victory on the field, in the ring,
or on the track. But, for some amazing
children, it takes on a whole new
meaning. They are victorious in their
own battle for life. Raeley Stone of
Effingham will join 49 other young
“champions” from across the United
States for a trip to Washington, D.C.
and Walt Disney World in Orlando,
Florida. Selected as South Carolina’s
representative for 2005, Raeley will
travel as an ambassador for 17 million
hospitalized children in North America.
She appeared as one of the Miracle
Children this past summer during
the McLeod Children’s Hospital and
Children’s Miracle Network Celebration
Broadcast.

Raeley is the champion of her own
astonishing battle. She surprisingly
cheated death in March of 2003 with
a miraculous recovery from a near-fatal
accident with a motor vehicle.

Raeley’s mother, Judy Cagle, was
taking Raeley and her younger sister,
Katie, to have Easter pictures taken.
“I parked the van, watched Raeley cross
the street and saw her peering into the
windows of the photography studio,”
said Judy. “I thought she was going
inside with our friends so I turned
around to let Katie out of her car
seat. That is when I heard the most
horrifying sound. Raeley had been
hit by a car”

Judy turned around, but she could

not see Raeley. The youngster’s shoe,
however, was lying in the middle of
the road. As she ran around the
stopped vehicle, Judy saw
Raeley pinned to the car’s
grill. Judy; a registered
nurse, immediately
knew the severity of
Raeley’s injuries and
that time was a critical
factor in Raeley’s
survival.
“I checked her,
checked her pulse,
but all I could do
was tell her I love
her,” said Judy. Once
the ambulance
arrived, Raeley was
immobilized, placed
on a stretcher
and she and her
mother were taken
to McLeod, the
region’s only Level II Trauma Center.
Raeley was transported to the
McLeod Regional Medical Center
Emergency Department, where it was
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MecLeod Migé:de Child Raeley Stone h?s been selected as the
Children’s Miracle Network South Carolina representative for
2005. Raeley will travel to Washington, D.C. and Walt Disney
World in Orlando, Florida during March as an ambassador for
17 million hospitalized children in North America.

During the first 48 hours after the
initial surgery, Racley had episodes
where the pressure on her brain
was increasing intermittently and

determined that she was suffering from approached levels that could be

severe head trauma. A computerized considered life threatening. At one point
axial tomography (CAT scan) revealed Raeley’s left pupil dilated, a serious

a large blood clot on the brain. Raeley neurologic sign, at times suggestive of
was rushed into emergency surgery. impending death.

Following surgery, Raeley was The neurosurgeons and the pediatric
admitted to McLeod Children’s intensivists used every available medical
Hospital Pediatric Intensive Care means to manage Raeley’s progressive
Unit (PICU). high intracranial pressures. Continuous
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