GAMMA KNIFE RADIOSURGERY

A NEW DIMENSION
IN BRAIN SURGERY

Imagine the unimaginable: Brain surgery without an incision!

g A revolutionary instrument is now available to provide a non-invasive
3 f-é. neurosurgical alternative for the treatment of malignant & benign brsgin
®r f tumors, vascular malformations & trigeminal neuralgia. The Gamma Knife
o Ff; ; focuses the energy of 201 narrow beams of cobalt radiation onto a specific
' (i3, target within the brain. Individually, these low-density beams are too weak to
:\’-ch cause any significant damage, but when they converge on the target - they arrest
\W‘; the growth and destroy the abnormal cells. Healthy brain tissue remains safe

7 and intact. ; P i

First, a lightweight frame is secured to the patient’s head to help direct the |
beams of radiation. Most patients require only a local anesthetic and,
occasionally, a mild sedative. Seldom is there a need for general anesthesia,
with its uncomfortable side effects and potential risks. Next, imaging is |
done using MRI, CT or angiogram to localize the abnormality. Once |
completed the radiological images and sophisticated computer modeling
enable our team of specialists to precisely tailor the Gamma Knife surgery
treatment plan to conform to the exact location and dimensions of the

abnormality.

During the actual surgery, the patient rests comfortably on the couch. The
Gamma Knife treatment is completely painless. Gamma Knife radiosurgery
typically lasts between 30 minutes and three hours, depending on the size of
the target area. During the treatment, the team remains in constant voice and
visual contact with the patient.

After the procedure the head frame is removed, the patient is evaluated and
usually discharged same day. Without the risks and complications of
invasive, open-skull surgery, the only visible signs that the patient has
undergone brain surgery are a couple of band-aids over the pin sites. In most
cases, patients can return to normal activities within 24-48 hours of the

_ Gamma Knife procedure.

Gamma Knife Surgery is backed by over three decades of clinical experience
and documented results. Patients referred to the program will be cared for by a
multi-disciplinary team of specialists that includes neurosurgeons, radiation
oncologists, medical physicists and neuro-nurses. Referring physicians are
also encouraged to be active partners in the treatment process.

For more information, please call 1-800-928-7974 or
Visit our web site at www.palmettohealth.com/facilities/cancer
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